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An inclusive and transparent process of aligning our allocation of limited resources with 
our district’s vision and mission.

General Outlook:
The Methow Valley School District, along with every other district in the state of Washington continues to 
find itself challenged by the state’s inadequate funding of basic education.

However, unlike many other districts, we are fortunate to have a community that values the development 
of the whole child. We have been able to successfully maintain smaller class sizes, provide a broad range 
of course offerings, and enrich the learning of our students through the successful passage of our local 
levies and through the generous donations of time, energy, and talents displayed by our community.

Next Steps:
As a first step in the Budget Development Process, we asked you to provide us with your ideas in the form 
of “enhancements” and “cost-saving ideas” as part of the Budget Development Process. This process 
resulted in 107 submissions, mostly in the form of enhancements. 

Using the feedback generated through the Budget Development Process, we prioritized the list of 
enhancements and cost-saving ideas. Then, we organized the prioritized list using the six strategic areas 
of focus described in our district’s Strategic Vision.

Below is a list of budget priorities for the 2015-16 school year for your review and final round of 
feedback. Please participate in our Online Budget Survey. The survey is available May 7th – May 22nd. We 
plan to finalize our 2015-16 budget at the end of June, pending the completion of the state budget by our 
legislature.

Assumptions: Below is a set of assumptions embedded within our Budget Development Process. They 
include:

• Stable enrollment
• Full funding of mandatory increases in staff salary and benefits, insurance costs, and pensions
• Full funding associated with the ongoing maintenance and operations of our facilities
• Maintain a minimum reserve balance in response to unanticipated expenditures

2015-16 Budget Priorities:
A System of Exceptional Teaching and Learning:

We ensure high quality teaching and learning in every classroom, resulting in the development of 
future-ready learners inspired to contribute to a better world.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Maintain High Quality Professional Development (IB Workshops and Unit Planning, Robotics and 

Engineering Workshops, Restorative Justice and Positive Behavioral Intervention Systems, Literacy, 
and Mathematics…)

• Initiate International Baccalaureate and Highly Capable Learner Program Coordination
• Initiate a Highly Capable Learner Program
• Expand Curriculum, Assessment, and Technology Coordination
• Expand Methow Valley Elementary Reading Specialist Services
• Initiate Methow Valley Elementary Counseling Services
• Expand Liberty Bell Band and Choir
• Support Systems: Accounts Payable, Secretarial Support for Special Education Services, REACH, and 

Athletics

Priorities requiring additional funding
• Initiate a K-8 World Language Program

http://methow.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/StrategicVision.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/73V9Y96


Innovation and Flexibility:

We promote the development of innovative and personalized programs of study designed to meet 
the individual needs of every learner.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Initiate a Methow Valley Elementary and Liberty Bell “STEAM” Program – An integration of Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics
• Expand the Robotics program at Liberty Bell Junior/Senior High School
• Maintain advanced construction and welding coursework as part of the “Careers in Construction 

Academy” in partnership with TwispWorks
• Expand the district’s partnership with Classroom in Bloom and Methow Arts
• Maintain the Independent Learning Center partnership with Big Picture Learning

Priorities requiring additional funding
• Initiate Fire and EMT coursework in partnership with the local fire department

Learner Profile:

We promote the positive attributes, attitudes, and skills associated with responsible citizens who 
are inspired to contribute to their communities, locally and globally.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Promote district-wide clarity of behavioral expectations and consistency in our approach using a 

“Positive Behavioral Intervention System”
• Initiate Playworks training for playground supervisors focused on creating a safe and positive 

playground environment for all students

Equity and Excellence for All:

We believe every student can achieve at high levels and benefits from access to a free and 
appropriate public education.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Initiate the elimination of course fees at Liberty Bell
• Initiate the purchase of a 10 passenger van to promote increased efficiency and flexibility for 

student travel within the regular school day and for extra-curricular events involving small groups
• Expanded funding in support of athletics and extra-curricular activities

Priorities requiring additional funding
• Initiate a K-6 Healthy Snack Program
• Initiate a Summer School Program
• Expand Cub Club to a 5 days per week after school program
• Expand levels of nursing services to proactively attend to health-related issues that surface within 

the school community
• Expand levels of youth and family social services to coordinate supports in response to social and 

emotional issues that surface within our schools and community 

Family and Community Engagement:

When families and community participate in the education of our youth, students achieve at higher 
levels. We promote continuous, two-way communication and active engagement in the learning 
process through a strong partnership between the home, school, and community.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Initiate a Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent
• Initiate a Student Advisory Committee to the Superintendent



Early Childhood Education:

We invest in early childhood education given its long-term academic, social-emotional, and 
economic benefits to our students and our community.

2015-16 Planned Investments
• Initiate the hiring of an Early Childhood Education Coordinator

Priorities requiring additional funding
• Expand early learning options for all children in the Methow Valley


