
Methow Valley School District Board of Directors           
Minutes of regular meeting held September 28, 2016         

                 
            
 Members present:    Frank Kline, Chair  

   Gary Marchbank, Vice Chair 

Dana Stromberger  

                           Mary Anne Quigley 

   Judith Hardmeyer-Wright - absent 
                                                       

                               Tom Venable, Superintendent 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Frank Kline at 5:30 pm, followed by the pledge 

of allegiance and the mission statement.  

 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

No changes were made to the agenda or the consent agenda.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

No comments were heard from the public. 
 

VISITORS 

Visitors included Liz Weeks-Molz, Sheryl Wolfe, Bob Winters and Deborah DeKalb. 

 

I. COMMUNICATIONS 

Superintendent Venable reported on student activities taking place throughout the district. No 

Child Left Behind grant funded the Outward Bound activities for 7th grade orientation, 9th grade 

team building and ILC full-day event.  Fifth graders attended the North Cascades Institute for a 

three day, two-night field trip and sixth graders attended the annual 6th Grade Campout.  

 

Superintendent Venable commended the Transportation Department for successfully scheduling 

transportation for the many overnight field trips, athletic events, daily routes, afterschool 

transportation for Cub Club and afterschool child care.  

 

Superintendent Venable shared that the White Hatter assembly taught online safety to students in 

sixth–twelfth grade.  The evening session for parents was well attended.  

 

Superintendent Venable shared that the district is exploring using Live Stories as a tool to show 

how the district’s vision and mission are unfolding in the classrooms.  

 

Superintendent Venable reported that an International Baccalaureate consultant conducted a two-

day visit of the elementary school.  The consultant provides feedback on units of study, and 

advises teachers and administrators regarding the district’s progress toward candidacy. 
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Superintendent Venable reported that teachers are participating in professional development with 

the ESD 171 Math Leadership Alliance to learn developmentally appropriate instructional 

strategies. Other professional development included GLAD training and regional IB conferences. 

 

Superintendent Venable shared that the Independent Learning Center will host an open house at 

its new location on the Twisp Works campus in conjunction with Twisp Works Festival on 

October 8, 2016. 

 

Superintendent Venable explained that the district is discussing possibly refinancing existing 

bond debt. Refinancing would save the district interest on the principal by taking advantage of 

the current low-interest rates without extending the life of the debt.  The district is also 

considering a Limited General Obligation bond to fund capital projects over a period of four 

years.  The bond would allow the district to maximize the use of levy funds at current low 

interest rates and low construction costs which will save tax payer money and shorten the 

timeline to complete capital improvement projects. 

 

II. FINANCIAL REPORT 

Assistant Business Manager Liz Weeks-Molz reported that the ending fund balance is on target 

with budget projections.  Revenues are similar to last year at this time.  Year-end accounting 

should be complete in October.  A capital project progress report will be presented to the board.  

 

III. CONSENT AGENDA 

The Board approved by consent:  

Vouchers and Payroll  

Payment for accounts payable check numbers 448128 through 448190 in the total amount of 

$83,385.49 and check numbers 448231 through 448319 in the amount of $362,525.09 and 

general fund payroll and benefits check numbers 448191 through 448230 and direct deposit 

warrants 900008947 through 900009043 in the total amount of $558,427.85 

 

Enrollment 

Month of September as presented. 

 

Minutes 

Minutes for regular meetings on August 24, 2016 and September 14, 2016, as presented. 

 

Personnel 

Classified employment 

Amanda Schmekel  Paraprofessional – additional .25 hours 

 

Overnight field trips 
College Fair and college tour – Spokane, WA 

 

A motion was made by Mary Anne Quigley and seconded by Gary Marchbank to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; motion passed unanimously.  
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IV. ACTION 

Policies – third reading and adoption 
6101- Federal Cash and Financial Management 

 

A motion was made by Dana Stromberger and seconded by Mary Anne Quigley 

to approve adoption of policy 6101 – Federal Cash and Financial Management as 

presented; motion passed unanimously.  

 

6106 – Allowable Costs for Federal Programs 

 

A motion was made by Mary Anne Quigley and seconded by Dana Stromberger 

to approve adoption of policy 6106 – Allowable Cost for Federal Programs as 

presented; motion passed unanimously.  

 

Policy – first reading and adoption 

6220 – Bid Requirements.  Directors approved policy 6220 – Bid Requirements on the first 

reading in the best interest of the district’s current process for bidding numerous capital projects.  

 

A motion was made by Gary Marchbank and seconded by Mary Anne Quigley to 

approve adoption of policy 6220 – Bid Requirements as presented; motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

V. BOARD BUSINESS 

Policy – second reading and discussion 

4218 – Language Access Plan 

 

Board reviewed the calendar of upcoming events. Board Chair Frank Kline and Director Judith 

Hardmeyer-Wright will be absent for the October 26, 2016 meeting.  Special meeting on 

November 21, 2016 will start at 12:00 pm.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 7:35 pm, the Board, having no further business, adjourned the meeting.  

 
   
_____________________________          _________________________ 

Tom Venable, Supt.                                     Frank Kline, Board Chair 

 

pb 


